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Caring Connected Relationships
between Family and School
by Family Smart
Our Relationship with Water in
the Okanagan
By Okanagan Basin Water Board
and Okanagan Waterwise
Understanding Trauma and High
Sensitivity Holistically
by Devie Amundsen
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Teachers These Days
Keynote Session: 8:45-9:45

Focus: Everyone
Organizer: OSTU
Register: pd67@bctf.ca
Location: Zoom (link to be sent out)
Cost: Free
Description:

Based on the bestselling book ‘Teachers These Days’ by Laurie McIntosh and
Dr. Jody Carrington, Laurie will hold a discussion and reﬂection around what
we have been taught as a “good” teacher. We will examine in-depth the stories
and strategies in the book and spend time discussing safe places to land in
these trying times. Teachers can expect to leave with strategies especially
surrounding lid ﬂips, light-ups and emotional regulation of ourselves and our
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Some of the best lessons are taught in the moments between literacy and numeracy. These golden
moments based on kindness, connection and community are the moments Laurie lives for.
With compassion and thoughtfulness, Laurie has an incredible way of acknowledging the
accomplishments of educators and aﬃrms them as they journey on their paths, cheering them on
as they use connection and relationships to revolutionize their practice.
Storyteller, light-bringer and dreamer, Laurie uses her 20+ years in education to forge new paths.
With the stories, she held while writing ‘Teachers These Days’ with Dr. Jody Carrington and her 2
appearances on The Ellen Show Laurie strives to bring teachers together in community and to
deﬁne and exemplify what it truly means to be a ‘teacher these days’.

Working Well Together
Morning Session 10:00-12:00

Focus: Everyone
Organizer: OSTU
Register: pd67@bctf.ca
Location: Zoom (link to be sent out)
Cost: Free
Description:

Part 1 - Caring, Connected Relationships: We know your priorities as educators are
to focus on the whole child, including their mental health, and supporting students’ mental
health can be hard. We also know that when parents and educators work well together,
things often go better for everyone and child and youth mental health outcomes are
enhanced.
Join FamilySmart manager and facilitator Victoria Keddis, and co-facilitator Colleen Ellis, for a
conversation about Working Well Together. When a child or youth is having a tough time because of
their mental health, communication between home and school can be especially hard. How do we
build relationships when things are so challenging? As parents with lived experience, Victoria and
Colleen will share their perspectives. They will ask you to share yours, too, because you are the
experts in this conversation. We will all be sharing what works while acknowledging the hard, and
learning with and from one another. And we’ll talk about what we can do when we ﬁnd ourselves
judging others, or feeling judged ourselves.

Part 2 - Working Well Together: We know your priorities as educators are to focus on
the whole child, including their mental health, and supporting students’ mental health can be
hard. We also know that when parents and educators work well together, things often go
better for everyone and child and youth mental health outcomes are enhanced.
Join FamilySmart manager and facilitator Victoria Keddis, and co-facilitator Colleen Ellis, for a
conversation about Working Well Together. As parents with lived experience, Victoria and Colleen
know that parents/caregivers don’t always show up at their best when they are struggling with their
kids’ mental health. And that can make it hard for everyone, including you. Let’s learn from each other
about how we can prepare for these moments and use them to strengthen home-to-school
connections. Victoria and Colleen will share their perspectives as parents. You are the experts in this
conversation, so please come prepared to share your perspectives, too.

Website for more information: FamilySmart - Together-Centred™ for Child & Youth Mental Health

Our Relationship with
Water in the Okanagan
Morning Session 10:00-12:00

Focus: Everyone
Organizer: Allen Beckingham
Register: pd67@bctf.ca
Location: Zoom (link to be sent out)
Cost: Free
Description:
Dip your toes in Okanagan Water Education!
The water of the Okanagan is what has drawn people to this valley from the beginning,
but myths persist about its abundance. The Okanagan Basin Water Board is a
science-driven local government agency responsible for providing valley-wide leadership
on water management. We will do some myth-busting, sharing information about this
unique and precious area, known as Canada’s most water-stressed region. Come explore
the many existing resources, activities, and lesson plans for Okanagan educators.
Discover new outdoor education resources, created in collaboration with syilx Knowledge
Keepers and several partners in education (SD 22 and 23, UBC Okanagan School of
Education, and more), which meet the B.C. curriculum emphasis on place-based learning.
Learn about downloadable materials, items available for pick up, and leave with
ready-made lessons!
Corinne Jackson is the Okanagan Basin Water Board’s Communications Director, uniquely suited for this role
with a Political Science degree and work experience as a journalist, specializing in social justice issues. As part
of her role at the OBWB, Corinne manages its public outreach/education program “Okanagan WaterWise,”
raising awareness for valley water issues.
Jenny Laminger is a veteran teacher with over 25 years of classroom experience teaching grades 2-7
throughout the Okanagan. She is currently the Field Experience Coordinator at UBC Okanagan School of
Education. Jenny was honoured to assist with the development of the Okanagan WaterWise “Our Relationship
with Water” guides and lessons.

Websites for more information:
Okanagan WaterWise (okwaterwise.ca)
Okanagan Basin Water Board – One valley. One water. (obwb.ca)

Penticton Remembers
Volume III
Morning Session 10:00-12:00

Focus: Social Studies, Senior English, History 12
Organizer: OSTU
Register: pd67@bctf.ca
Location: In Person (Location TBD)
Cost: Free
Description:
What should one remember on the 11th of November?
Join David B.J. Synder, local author and retired teacher, as he discusses the
local history of Veterans and shares his knowledge through the three
historical books he has written.
Vets III contains sketches on: The Memorial Area, Penticton Legion, Summerland
Honour Roll, Penticton Naval Vets Association, 890 RCAF Wing ( Air Force Vets
Association) , SELBY Park, all local, all connections to veterans.
Re VETS III, 36 biographies: 10 Navy, 12 Army, 14 Airforce stories. The book
includes: 9 Penticton person's stories,(6 former PSS students) 6 Summerland
Vets, 3 Afghan War experiences, 4 WWII POW stories , 1 Escapee's story 1
Merchant Navy story, the great unsung heroes of WWII .

Fun Minecraft Learning
Morning and Afternoon Sessions
10:00-12:00 and 1:00-3:00

Focus: K-12
Organizer: Anita Toneatto
Register: links below
Location: Online
Cost: Free
Description:

Have a fun day, April 25th, by joining us at 10:00 to learn how to play Minecraft and/or at 1:00
to learn how to teach with Minecraft. Minecraft is a fun game, but did you know that students
are learning wonderful skills when they use it? Using Minecraft, students will learn ADST skills
that are part of Computational Thinking and the Design Process, that will help them in all
their subjects and life. See how to make the connection to fun and coding, a connection we
know is especially important in engaging students that might otherwise think they are not
interested in technology. Let a professional STEAM trainer teach you how much fun and how
easy it is to teach STEAM/coding/ADST with Minecraft.
*These will be online sessions.
Session 1 – 1.5 hours: 10am start
Placing Your First Blocks and World Management
●
●
●
●

Introduction to M:EE interface, and creating/navigating worlds
Practice navigating a M:EE world by starting a build challenge
Introduction to world management (import/export world ﬁles & online resources)
Discussion of speciﬁc classroom use (types of activities/worlds/assessment)

Session 2 – 1.5 hours: 1pm start
Using Minecraft for teaching and learning
●
●

Introduction to assessment tools (boards, camera, portfolio, book & quill, NPCs)
Introduction to Coding (participants complete a guided coding tutorial and explore
in-game and online coding resources including lessons, courses, & worlds)

**The sessions will be presented by Logics Academy
For more information and to register for session 1 https://logicstechnology.eventbuilder.com/event/59662
For more information and to register for session 2 https://logicstechnology.eventbuilder.com/event/59663

Mind-Up

Afternoon Session 1:00-3:00

Focus: K-8
Organizer: Louise Ganton
Register: lganton@sd67.bc.ca
Location: TBD (in person)
Cost: Free
Description:

Come and learn about the new Mind UP curriculum! On the April 25 Pro D day
come and get trained in using Mind UP. You will have an opportunity to practice
some of the lessons for your grade level k-8. You will be given some extras to
help integrate training into your classroom and access to the online platform.
To register email Louise Ganton lganton@sd67.bc.ca to reserve a spot!

Understanding Trauma and
High Sensitivity Holistically
Afternoon Session 1:00-3:00

Focus: Everyone
Organizer: OSTU
Register: pd67@bctf.ca
Location: TBD (in person)
Cost: Free
Description:

This workshop will explain the somatics of the trauma response and how self regulation
and a basic understanding of the nervous system is essential for creating a safe and
supportive learning environment. Additionally included will be practical day to day tools
and routines for both teachers and students to access a sense of safety and regulation
within their bodies.

